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Living Faith Christian Center Mission Statement 

Our mission is to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout the 
world, and train Believers how to live independent of this world’s system 
and have dominion over it. To provide Believers a word of encourage-
ment, hope and to aide in the development of their faith. Also, to teach 
Christians who they are in Christ Jesus and how to live a victorious life in 
their covenant rights and privileges.  
 
We are called to lead people to Christ, to encourage and provide spiritual 
guidance, to the place where we will operate proficiently in the biblical 
principles of faith, love, healing, prosperity, redemption and righteous-
ness, and to the place where we can share those principles with others. 
 

We are called to assist Believers in becoming rooted, grounded and estab-
lished in the Word of God by teaching them to give God’s Word first 
place in their lives (Colossians 3:23, Psalm 112). 

In This Issue... 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday Morning Worship Service @ 8:30am  

Tuesday Noon Day Bible Study @ 12:00pm 

Tuesday Night Bible Study @ 7:00pm 

Web Address: aldowningministries.org and livingfaithsc.org 

Phone:  (803) 609-5714 

Service Times & Contact Information 

May 6-8, 2021 
His Glory Victorious Living 
Virtual Conference 2021 
Start Time 7:30pm 
 
May 8, 2021 
Women’s Ministry  
Paint & Luncheon @ Noon 
Columbia, SC 
 
May 15, 2021 
Food Giveaway 
10am @ Living Faith Christian Center 
Columbia, SC 
 
July 11, 2021 
Eagle Mountain Intl. Church 
Newark, TX 
Pastor George Pearson 
 
September 2-4 
Word Explosion 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Cen-
ter 
Columbia, SC 
 
October 24 
Oak Hill Cathedral of Glory 
Bassett, VA 
Pastor Todd Foster 

• Calendar of Events 

• Words of Encouragement 

• Thoughts for the Month 

• Follow Us On Social Media 

• Living Faith Ministries School of 
Theology 

Social Media 

Speaking Engagement Request 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 

poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and the 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable 

year of the Lord” Luke 4:18-19 

If you would like to invite Bishop 
Downing for a speaking engagement, 
the contact info is: 
A.L. Downing Ministries 
P.O. Box 291808 
Columbia, SC 29229 
Ph: (803) 609-5714 

Living Faith Christian 
Center Newsletter 

Bishop A. L. Downing and Lady Inza Downing 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

Download the Living Faith SC App 

Apple Store ~ Google Play 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=twitter+symbol&view=detailv2&&id=B5079A209DF21C0B8D3F99D526983BE41EF50A1C&selectedIndex=4&ccid=jMQO9I92&simid=608049541964432522&thid=OIP.M8cc40ef48f7688c3c5aa64e8a57f0561H0
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Say It, Speak It and Decree It 

Job 22:28 

Bishop Dr. A.L. Downing 

 

KJV “Thou shall also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy 

 ways.”  

NIV “What you decide on will be done, and light will shine on your ways.”  

NLT “You will succeed in whatever you choose to do and light will shine on the road ahead of you.”  

AMP “You will also decide and decree a thing and it will be established for you. And the light of God‘s favor 

 will shine upon your ways.” 

To decree means - an official order, edict or command.  

 

     In all these scriptures or verses, it’s saying you must decree, you must decide, you must speak.  It’s up to you 

to make the compass based on the word of God.  You decide.  A lot of people say, “I’m waiting on the Lord to 

tell me this or tell me that.”  “I’m waiting on him to show me this or that”, but in these verses it’s saying, you 

decree, you decide.  I know a person who was getting ready to get married, he had a (check in his spirit) not to 

do it for several days.  He thought it was cold feet, but deep down he knew he shouldn’t go against that check.  

She and he were ministers, so he thought, “it’s just me.”  Every day up until the wedding, the spirit told him, 

“leave.”  The marriage did not last 6 months.  In Fort Drum a friend called and asked me to consider going to 

Korea with him, I had a (check in my spirit). 
 

     Let me ask you, “Did you wait for the Lord, to tell you to get dressed?” “Did you wait for the Lord to tell 

you to eat?”  No, you made that decision.  God is waiting on you to make a decision.  I know some of you are 

saying, “wait a minute, the Bible says wait on the Lord, acknowledge him in all your ways.” Yes, when you’re 

about to make a decision about a job, a position, a home, marriage and you’re not sure, that’s when you pray.  

Proverbs 3:5-7, trust in him, acknowledge him, and don’t lean to your own understanding.  How? By saying, 

“Lord this is what I believe you want me to do.”   I’m acknowledging you, trusting you that this is the way you 

want me to go.  Then you go in that direction, but if He puts a (check in your spirit) then back up, and see what 

it is. 
 

 But a lot of people sit and do nothing, and wonder why nothing happens.  You got to confess the word.  

There is greatness in you.  There is more to you than what people see.  You grow by challenging yourself, and 

challenging your faith.  You grow and learn things on jobs by doing new things, by trying something you could-

n’t do before.  Same with faith. Challenge it by speaking new and bold things, and believe God is able to do it.  

Don’t settle, write that down.  Don’t settle for where you are. Don’t compromise, speak it, and stand on it. 

Don’t settle for working on Sundays, or whatever the Lord gave me a job.  Psalm 37:3-5, working on Sunday’s  

 



 SAY IT, SPEAK IT, DECREE IT cont... 

is not my desire.  
 

 The woman with the issue of blood, Mark 5:25-34, she spoke it, she confessed it, she believed it, she 

said it, and she received it.  For she said, “if I may but touch his clothes I shall not (hope), not (might), but I shall 

be whole.” Whole - Shalom peace - nothing missing, nothing broken, restored her health, and all her money.  See 

the Devil knows there’s more to you.  You’re anointed to do great things.  God already showed you. And you 

having a knowing in your spirit, but now you’ve been thrown in a pit, thrown in a fiery furnace, thrown in a li-

on’s den, and don’t see a way out.  Spouse gone, bills past due, and the devil wants you to leave, move, get out 

of dodge.  Just because you’re in a pit now, in a furnace now, lion’s den now, in a grave now, don’t give up.  

You will rise. There’s more in you than people see. I want you to make up in your mind  and look in the mirror 

and say to yourself,, “don’t you run, you stand firm, and fix your eyes on Him, the King of Kings, the Hope of 

Glory, and He will give you the desires of your heart.”  He’s about to bring your dreams and visions to pass.  

You speak the Word. 
 

 Inza and I were looking to purchase a small truck to do some things around the house and maybe do some 

hauling. We had what I thought was a set price range to stay within. However, I noticed that whenever we went 

out, the price range would increase.  I said to her, since Word Explosion is close why don’t we just wait until af-

ter that happens and then we can resume our search.  She agreed. During the evening service after I had intro-

duced Brother Copeland as the speaker, I was walking off the platform. He called to me and I came back. He 

said, Chap have you ever heard of a Cadillac Escalade? I said, yes sir, I have. He said, well, I have one and it ’s a 

platinum, it’s red and has a little more than 9,000 miles on it. He said, “it’s pretty”. I said “I know it is.” I was 

nervous and had been trying to get off that platform. Then he said, “and it’s yours!!” I turned and was walking 

away and then it hit me. He just gave me his Cadillac Escalade. I turned around and started hollering and jump-

ing, I don’t know what I did. I was told when he said, “and it’s yours”. I was told when he said its yours, my 

wife, who was sitting beside Dr. Bill Winston jumped up and turned around 3-4 times like he had given it to her. 

And he had because what’s mine is hers. What happened? God supersized what we had been believing Him for. 

Let me tell you that Cadillac Escalade, it is a beauty. That happened on that Friday night. I went to church on 

Sunday and told the congregation what happened. Some of them were present at Word Explosion when it hap-

pened. The church erupted with jubilation over what happened. 
 

 Brother Tracey Baker, who is a member of my Board of Directors was present for that service. The Lord 

had spoken to me and told me to give him my black E420 Mercedes. I loved that Mercedes-Benz. But, the Lord 

said, “Give it to him.” So, I said from the pulpit, “Brother Tracey, you know I have a black E420 Mercedes 

Benz. The Lord has told me to give it to you. So, I want you to know it’s YOURS.” I think he just sat there 

stunned and in amazement at what I had just said to him. Well, as Deacon Joel Guider was taking him and his 

wife to the airport, Brother Tracey shared the story of his daughter Januri. He said, Januri told him that she want-

ed a car. He said he told his daughter, “I don’t know how you’re going to get it, because I can’t afford to get you 

one now.” He noticed that she got a car key ring. She took the key ring and hung it up with their car keys.  



 SAY IT, SPEAK IT, DECREE IT cont... 

He said, “Every day she would thank God for her car.” She said to her daddy, “don’t worry about buying me one, 

because, it will come to me.” So, she continued to leave the key ring there, and confess and thank God for her 

car. Then he told Deacon Guider, Brother Copeland is giving Chap a Cadillac Escalade, Chap is giving me his 

Mercedes E420, and now I will be able to GIVE my daughter my vehicle. It’s coming to her as she said.  
 

Yes, Brother Copeland did send me the Cadillac Escalade and Yes, I did send Brother Tracey my E420 Mer-

cedes-Benz.   
 

OUR GOD IS FAITHFUL! 
 

 One of Bill Winston’s member, called a business into existence. Went to a window and spoke to it and 

called it to him.  Inza spoke to a job at Fort Drum and called it into existence as the school liaison officer.  Elijah 

spoke, decreed it would not rain and for 3 ½ years it did not rain. In John 2:1-11, Jesus turned water into wine.  

Mary told servants, whatever he saith, do it.  If he don’t say nothing, don’t do nothing.  Hebrews 1:14, are they 

not ministering spirits sent forth to minister for them.  Who shall be heirs of salvation? You have angels, your 

ministering spirits sent to you, waiting for you to send them forth, but if you don’t say nothing, nothing will hap-

pen.  Speak over your life.  Speak over your home.  Speak over your marriage.  Speak over your family.  Speak 

over your job.  Speak over your promotion.  Speak over your dream/vision. Speak over your finances.  Speak 

over your business.  By your words, you are justified.  By your words, you are condemned.  No one can con-

demn, but you.   You are your own prophet.   
 

 

John 12:49 NLT, “I don’t speak on my own authority the father who sent me commanded me.” I came to an-

nounce the drought is over for you.  It’s going to rain.  God has put his super on your natural, to do the supernat-

ural.  He’s calling you from the ordinary, to do the extra ordinary. 
 

 

Syrophoenician Woman 

 Jews first... it wasn’t her time, but grace and favor will move time to work for you.  If God has to change 

policies regulations to get things to you, he will.  In order to get you to your appointed destiny.  The order is 

passed from a higher rank to lower rank.  You will not see lower rank ordering higher rank.  You talking mutiny 

with consequences.  It is wrong and could possibly lead to a court-martial.  
 

 Some have the rank, but don’t have a command.  Meaning no soldier under them.  Sergeant Major - No 

soldiers under his charge.  Command Sergeant Major has soldiers - have a Colonel as Chief of Staff and another 

has a command as a brigade commander- Some Christians have rank, but not saying anything.  You must realize 

you are a soldier, with command authority.  Speak! 

    



SAY IT, SPEAK IT, DECREE IT cont... 

 Speak over your life! Speak over your situation!  Speak over your finances!  Speak over your family! 

Stop complaining, you have been given a command.  You have command authority.  Speak with authority!  Thy 

shall decree a thing, and it shall be established.  Elijah - it won’t rain until I say it.  Joshua - son standstill.  I de-

cree, I hear the sound of rain - it’s about to rain on your drought.  

 

Your drought season is over!!! 

Your time of lack is over!!! 

Your time of disappointment is over!!! 

  

 

Inza and I are so thankful that you’re part of this ministry. We want you to know we never take your kindness 

and generosity lightly. And we want you to know we are praying for you and your letters and testimonies mean a 

LOT to us. Also, we thank you for your faithful and generous support.   

 

We would love to hear your testimonies. Send your testimonies to: 

A.L. Downing Ministries 

P.O. Box 291808 

Columbia, SC 29229 or call (803) 609-5714 

 

If you desire prayer please call: (803) 609-5714 and you will be put in touch with an intercessor who will pray 

with you. 

How You Can Get Involved... 
• Pray about our upcoming events and that we will pay the remaining mortgage off quickly.   
• Become a faithful partner and contributor of the Ministry.  
     Make contributions payable to: A. L. Downing Ministries, P.O. Box 291808, Columbia, SC 
     29229 or go to the ministry’s website: aldowningministries.org. All contributions are tax  
     deductible. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Sis. Lashanda H. Harris 

 
 Matthew 6:9-13 in the International Children’s Bible reads as follows:  Our Father in heaven, we pray 

that your name will always be kept holy.  We pray that your kingdom will come.  We pray that what you want 

will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us the food we need for each day.  Forgive the sins we have 

done, just as we have forgiven those who did wrong to us.  And do not cause us to be tested; but save us from 

the Evil One. [The Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours forever.  Amen.]   

 

When we read this version, it seems so straight forward and easy to read.  Yet we know although it is easy to 

read it is another story to live it out.  We all have life happening to us and around us and the simplicity of these 

words seems so far from the reality we might be facing, but this reality is…and can be ours.  We are children of 

the Most High!  It is His desire we have all this prayer declares.  Sometimes we need the Children’s version to 

get the intent and simplicity of things and the message God is trying to give us.   

 

When I read this version, I am reminded how God desires to bless us and how He intentionally loves us through 

the most difficult times with the simplest of words that carry so much significance.  When I am explaining 

something to my daughter, who is 8, I cannot converse with her the way I would with an adult.  I must adjust 

my language, but not my message.  God speaks to us all at our level…He never has to adjust His message.  

When we look at what Jesus is teaching in this manner of prayer, we know He is our Father, the one who pro-

vides for us and the one who is holy.  We know His Kingdom is in heaven and what He says, will be done here 

on earth and in heaven because He is sovereign.   

 

He meets our every need.  The food we need everyday is not just limited to nourishing us physically, but it is 

the milk and meat of His word we need to ensure we consume.  He is our daily bread.  When we are fed, we 

grow and when we read and consume the word we grow in the knowledge of Christ.  It is our knowledge of His 

truth that frees us to walk out the word.  We are expected to be like our Father.  Just as my daughter seeks to 

emulate me and be like mommy; it comes as no surprise to me when people say she acts like me or she got that 

from her mom.  We must seek to be like our Father and emulate Him.  When people see you and how you act, 

do they know He is your father? 

 

We know that His word gives us the tools to be forgiven and exercise forgiveness.  When I look at my daughter, 

I can see how easy it is for her to forgive others.  As a child, she readily forgives because she takes everyone at 

their word.  When wronged it is easy for her to say, “I forgive you”, because she expects that same forgiveness 

will be hers whenever she must ask for it as well.  She and one of her friends had a disagreement and within 

minutes all was forgiven and they moved on.  How simple it was for them to disagree and then say the words,  



“Please forgive me”, “I forgive you” and continue to play and treat one another as if nothing had happened.  

How much more has Jesus been that friend to all of us.  When we have had to ask over and over again for His 

forgiveness; each time we get the same response, “I forgive you”, and we can move on as if nothing ever hap-

pened.  Who do you need to forgive?  When we can exercise this great level of forgiveness, we know Christ is 

perfecting the work He has begun in us and that good work is promised to us until He returns according to Phi-

lippians 1:6.   

 

We all face tests and trials.  We do not minimize the impact life can have on us physically, mentally and spiritu-

ally, but we do not let it control the reality that God knows and sees it all and tells us in James 1:3-4 (ESV) that 

“the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be per-

fect and complete lacking in nothing”.  Nothing means no-thing.  There is not one thing we will lack as children 

of our God.  So, even during circumstances we cannot control, we know who is in control.  Get up and exercise 

your faith everyday over everything because we are lacking nothing.  I charge you to give your faith a workout 

and start walking by it…now! 

 

God protects us from the enemy.  We will undoubtably have problems and trials, but we know we are to count 

all these things as joy.  James 1:2 (KJV) instructs us to “…count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta-

tions…”.  We must know that when we go into battle with the enemy God is fighting on our behalf and for us.  I 

love the lyrics of the song ‘Fighting For Us’, by Anthony Evans that says, [God] “He is fighting for us and He 

won’t back down, He won’t hold back when it comes to His children, He fiercely defends us until we stand de-

livered, He is always fighting for us, even in ways we don’t know, He is fighting for us”.   

 

We know with confidence that the Kingdom, the power, and the glory belong to our God forever.  Oh, how 

these words give us peace and reassurance that the God we serve is, according to Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV): 

  

 Our father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

          Sis Lashanda H. Harris 

THE LORD’S PRAYER cont... 



I was working at a job that was nice but, wasn’t paying me very much. At times I had to do other duties which, I 

wasn’t hired to do. But, I would perform them without complaining. Then, I got another job which was full-time 

but was only supposed to last 6 months to a year. I had to move to another state, but I would still listen to the 

services online. I was believing that God would allow me to have a full-time position, with benefits and return 

to my home and work from home.  A job became available and I applied and was interviewed, but I didn’t get 

the job. However, another position became available with everything that I was believing God for. I applied 

and was scheduled an interview. On the day of the interview, I called and asked for prayer and received it. A 

few days later, I received an email saying, I did not get the job, but while I was reading the email, I received a 

telephone call congratulating me on being selected for the position. Praise God!!! Today, I’m at home and able 

to attend worship services.  

              J.T.C. 

 

I just had to share. Today, as I was looking online at my account. There was a deposit made in my account of 

over $10,000.00. It was totally unexpected and I had no idea that it was owed to me. 

              V.B.J. 

 

Pastor, spoke a word on Sunday to me from God saying, “Be patient, God is aligning the resources and people 

up to make it happen. Things will happen when I least expect it.” Well, two days later, I received a call from my 

lender saying the amount that I was approved for has increased and they’re working on other avenues to in-

crease it more!!! Praise God, so I’m being patient and trusting God!! 

         M.Z. 

 

I sent in a job application to Kroger’s and two weeks later I received an email saying that they were going to 

pursue other applicants. Out of the blue I got a phone call a week later saying that they wanted me to come in 

for an interview. I normally do not answer phone calls of numbers I do not know but I decided to answer this 

one. I went in for the interview and they told me that I had already gotten the job and I only had one reference. 

     JB 

 

I interviewed for a position and within two months I received a pay increase and got a promotion. I was specific 

when asking God for the salary I wanted. Not only did I get the salary I prayed for, but I received a phone call 

the following day stating that I got another increase on top of the promotion salary. We serve an Awesome 

God! He’s giving me more than I asked for!!!! 

ZM 

TESTIMONIALS..PRAISE REPORT!!!! 



“Keep silent and let success be your noise. Nobody can stop the breakthrough that God has 

already set you up for.”  

 

“Worrying is wasting energy on the things you can't control. Leave everything in GOD'S 

hand. Think less Pray More.” 

 

 “Things may not have gone as you thought they would but don't get discouraged. Maybe 

that's the way YOU wanted it to go but not the way God intended it to go. God's Word 

says I know the plans I have for you to prosper you and not harm you...Jeremiah 29:12 

Trust God and His word. It's all working for your good.”  

 

“This is the day the Lord hath made let us rejoice and be glad...did you wake up and thank 

the Lord for another day? Are you rejoicing for this day or complaining? Have you given 

someone a kind word or an evil stare? Errrrrrrr...stop right now reverse that atti-

tude...now let's start over. Put that smile on your face, thank God, be glad and let the Jesus 

in you be reflected the remainder of the day.”  

  

Be Blessed, 

‘First Lady Downing’ 

Lady Downing Thoughts for the Month 



Monetary Donations are Welcome 



 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

aldowningministries.org 

livingfaithsc.org 
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Living Faith Christian Center ~ 1540 Frye Rd ~ Columbia, SC 29203 
“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” 

OUR PROGRAM 
 

Living Faith Ministries School of Theology (LFMSOT) of-

fers the following  types of Certificates, Diplomas, and De-

grees. 
 

AUDIT CERTIFICATE 

The Audit Program is for those individuals attending for 

their own personal spiritual growth. Audit students must 

attend all lectures and read all text books. Audit students 

will receive a Certificate of Attendance for each 30-credit 

hour program completed. 
 

DIPLOMA PROGRAM 

A Diploma in Theology is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated first-year program for aca-

demic credit (30 credit-hours total). 
 

ASSOCIATES DEGREE PROGRAM 

An Associates Degree is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated second year program for aca-

demic credit (60 credit-hours total). 
 

BACHELORS DEGREE 

A Bachelors Degree is awarded to a student who  success-

fully complete their designated fourth-year program for aca-

demic credit (120 credit-hours total) 
 

MASTERS DEGREE 

A Masters Degree is awarded to students who successfully 

complete a minimum of 36 credit-hours above the Bachelors 

Degree Program for academic credit. 
 

DOCTORAL DEGREE 

A Doctor of Ministry (D. Min) is awarded to students who 

successfully complete 45 credit hours above the Masters 

Degree program for academic credit. 

Classes are held at the main campus of  

Living Faith Christian Center 

1536 Frye Road 

Columbia, SC 29203 

 

For more information call 803-609-5714 


