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Living Faith Christian Center Mission Statement 

Our mission is to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout the 
world, and train Believers how to live independent of this world’s system 
and have dominion over it. To provide Believers a word of encourage-
ment, hope and to aide in the development of their faith. Also, to teach 
Christians who they are in Christ Jesus and how to live a victorious life in 
their covenant rights and privileges.  
 
We are called to lead people to Christ, to encourage and provide spiritual 
guidance, to the place where we will operate proficiently in the biblical 
principles of faith, love, healing, prosperity, redemption and righteous-
ness, and to the place where we can share those principles with others. 
 

We are called to assist Believers in becoming rooted, grounded and estab-
lished in the Word of God by teaching them to give God’s Word first 
place in their lives (Colossians 3:23, Psalm 112). 

In This Issue... 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday Morning Worship Service @ 8:30am  

Tuesday Noon Day Bible Study @ 12:00pm 

Tuesday Night Bible Study @ 7:00pm 

Web Address: aldowningministries.org and livingfaithsc.org 

Phone:  (803) 609-5714 

Service Times & Contact Information 

August 14, 2021 
Back to School Drive Thru 
10am Living Faith Christian Center 
Columbia, SC 
 

September 2-4 
Word Explosion 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Ctr 
Columbia, SC 
 

October 3-4, 2021 
Living Faith Christian Center Five Year 
Anniversary Celebration 
Gospel Concert 2pm Oct 3rd 
Worship Service 8:30am Oct 4th  
Living Faith Christian Center 
Columbia, SC  
 

October 24 
Oak Hill Cathedral of Glory 
Bassett, VA 
Pastor Todd Foster 

• Calendar of Events 

• Words of Encouragement 

• Thoughts for the Month 

• Testimonials 

• LFSoT Fall Registration 
 

Social Media 

Speaking Engagement Request 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 

poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and the 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable 

year of the Lord” Luke 4:18-19 

If you would like to invite Bishop 
Downing for a speaking engagement, 
the contact info is: 
A.L. Downing Ministries 
P.O. Box 291808 
Columbia, SC 29229 
Ph: (803) 609-5714 

Living Faith Christian 
Center Newsletter 

Bishop A. L. Downing and Lady Inza Downing 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

Download the Living Faith SC App 

Apple Store ~ Google Play 
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Joint Heirs by a Blood Covenant 

Romans 8:17, Galatians 3:25 - 4:1 

Bishop A.L. Downing 

 

Blood Covenant In ancient Near Eastern royal land grant treaties, this type of ritual was done to “seal” the 

promises made. Through this blood covenant, God was confirming primarily three promises He had made to 

Abraham: the promise of heirs, of land, and of blessings (Genesis 12:2-3). A blood covenant communicated a 

self-maledictory oath. The parties involved would walk the path between the slaughtered animals so to say, 

“May this be done to me if I do not keep my oath.” Jeremiah 34:18-19 also speaks about this type of oath-

making. 

 

However, there was an important difference in the blood oath that God made with Abraham in Genesis 15. 

When the evening came, God appeared in the form of a “smoking fire pot and flaming torch [that] passed be-

tween the pieces” (Genesis 15:17). But Abraham had fallen “into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful dark-

ness came over him” (verse 12). Thus, God alone passed through the pieces of dead animals, and the covenant 

was sealed by God alone. Nothing depended on Abraham. Everything depended on God, who promised to be 

faithful to His covenant. “When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to 

swear by, he swore by himself” (Hebrews 6:13-18). Abraham and his descendants could trust, count on, and 

believe in everything God promised. 

  

This specific blood covenant is also known as the Abrahamic Covenant. The blood involved in this covenant, as 

with any blood covenant, signifies the life from which the blood comes (Leviticus 17:11).  

 

A blood covenant demanded absolute unwavering loyalty. It was a covenant-an agreement or contract-in which 

there was no way out except through death.  To put it simply, a blood covenant is a promise made by God that 

He will choose a people for Himself and bless them and if he doesn’t then he will die like those animals died.  

The covenant was originally for Abraham’s physical descendants but was later extended, spiritually, to all those 

who, like Abraham, believe God (Galatians 3:7; cf. Genesis 15:6).  

 

What is an Heir? In Jewish thinking, being an heir speaks to adoption into a family. An adoption would make 

the adopted one legally eligible for an equal share in the father's estate. 

 

Now Jesus was intended to be the firstborn among many brethren: 

 

With all the entitlement to an inheritance in the Kingdom of God that that entails. As joint-heirs with Christ, we 

 



 JOINT HEIRS BY A BLOOD COVENANT cont... 

have an equal share with him as Sons and Daughters of the living God. 

 

Answer: The literal meaning of heir is “someone who has been appointed to receive an inheritance.” An heir is a 

person who receives something of value from a father (see Mark 12:7). The Bible sometimes uses the word heir 

to describe us as recipients of a gift from God (Galatians 4:7). We are “heirs” of God, and Christ is our “co-

heir” (Romans 8:17). 

 

The heirs in the Old Testament were sons, principally the firstborn, born only to legitimate wives, not concu-

bines. A firstborn son held the birthright, which means he was heir to a larger portion than what his brothers re-

ceived (Deuteronomy 21:17; Genesis 2:10). There are a few instances when a younger son became the chief heir 

(1 Kings 1:13; Genesis 25:23).  

 

The patriarch of the family—or God Himself, in the case of Jacob and Esau—had the right to choose the chief 

heir and could set aside the normal rights of the firstborn. For example, Jacob gave Reuben’s birthright to Jo-

seph’s sons because of Reuben’s sin (1 Chronicles 5:1). An heir could receive his inheritance as a lump-sum pay-

ment during his father’s lifetime in lieu of waiting until his father’s death (see Luke 15:12). Daughters only be-

came heirs if they had no brothers, and only if they married within their own tribe (Numbers 27:8; 36:6). 

We as Believers are co-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). Meaning, we have been given the privilege of sharing 

Christ’s inheritance. As adopted sons of God, Christians are treated as firstborn heirs (Hebrews 12:23).  

 

But, we have too many in the Body of Christ who don’t know who they are or what they’re entitled to, because 

we don’t read the Book, therefore we don’t know what the promises are.  

 

Our text is telling us that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law. Why? So the blessing of Abraham 

may come upon us.  The next question you may ask is what are or is the blessing of Abraham? He promised 

Abraham that he would have a son from his own. That Abraham seed would be as numerous as the stars (that’s 

where we come in as his seed). He promised he would make him a great nation. He promised he would make his 

name great. He promised he would be a blessing. He promised that he would bless those who blessed him and 

curse those who cursed him and that through him (Abraham) all the people on earth would be blessed. 

 

Prince Harry and Prince Henry are in the British Royal Family. They don’t have to want for anything. They did-

n’t have to work for anything. All they have to do is act royal, live royal, dress royal and no one will say any-

thing about them flying on their plane to come to the US, or being chauffeured around, why, because they’re 

Royalty. No one says anything about MJ’s (Michael Jordan) plane or being driven around if he wants to, why, 

we say that MJ deserves it. No one is complaining about Jeff Bezos plane and all his money. No one complains 

about the movie stars and their lavish lifestyles, why, we say they can afford it. 



 JOINT HEIRS BY A BLOOD COVENANT cont... 

I’m not saying name it claim it…but I do have a few promises in a book that has been sealed in blood and when I 

look down through my DNA... 

 

• I have someone in the family line that lived in a Garden that didn’t have to do anything and they lived among 

gold, rubies, emeralds and walked with God. 

• I have someone in the family line named Abraham…who was very rich in cattle, donkeys men and maid  

      servants. 

• I have someone in the family line named David...who was a mighty warrior and had plenty of Gold and Sil-

ver 

• I have someone in the family named Solomon that was the wisest man ever lived and had a palace to behold 

and gold and silver to go with it. 

• I have someone in the family that was so rich he employed 12 folks for three years and when he was cruci-

fied they gambled for his robe. 

 

All I’m saying is you have an inheritance and you need to get your inheritance. Donald Lawrence says, “get your 

healing, deliverance, get your breakthrough”, If you are an heir and Joint heir You ought to live like it, walk like 

it, talk like it act like it. Don’t let nobody talk you out of your inheritance. YOU ARE IN THE FAMILY, 

ADOPTED, BUT IN THE FAMILY!!! 

 

 

 Inza and I are so thankful that you’re part of this ministry. We want you to know we never take your 

kindness and generosity lightly. And we want you to know we are praying for you and your letters and testimo-

nies mean a LOT to us. Also, we thank you for your faithful and generous support.   

 

We would love to hear your testimonies. Send your testimonies to: 

A.L. Downing Ministries 

P.O. Box 291808 

Columbia, SC 29229 or call (803) 609-5714 

 

If you desire prayer please call: (803) 609-5714 and you will be put in touch with an intercessor who will pray 

with you. 

How You Can Get Involved... 
• Pray about our upcoming events and that we will pay the remaining mortgage off quickly.   
• Become a faithful partner and contributor of the Ministry.  
     Make contributions payable to: A. L. Downing Ministries, P.O. Box 291808, Columbia, SC 
     29229 or go to the ministry’s website: aldowningministries.org. All contributions are tax  
     deductible. 



Praise God!! I had some tenants in my house and had to put them out. They left the house in disarray.  However, 

my husband and I (mostly my husband) went about cleaning the house and not complaining.  We just kept sing-

ing God’s praise and faithfulness. We cleaned the house and put it on the market. The house wasn’t on the mar-

ket long. The house was sold and we received $24,000.00 about what was asked!! 

M.J.J. 

 

Bishop, I just had to share this. The other Sunday in May or early June, you prayed for me and I fell under the 

power of the Holy Spirit. But, before, I fell I remember, thanking God in advance for my S550 Mercedes. Well, a 

few days later I want you to know I have my Mercedes S 550. It has everything I was believing God for and more 

Plus, I got it at the price I wanted.   

F.D.J.I. 

 

Bishop, I want you to Know God is so faithful. You have been preaching about Believing God for what you want, 

standing on His Word and the renewing of your mind. Well, I had been looking for a house. But, every time I 

would find one, others had bid on the house and my offered wasn’t accepted. This happened a few time. God is 

blessing me to have my home BUILT. It’s on a corner lot. It has everything that I believed God for, plus, my 

down payment was cut in half and I’m moving in it ahead of schedule. Praise God!!! 

M.Z. 

 

Bishop, I want to share with you, I’m at work and I just been ask to “name” my wages (just like Genesis 30:28). 

I gave them my wage request and now just standing on His Word. I’m thanking God in advance. 

I.C. 



Lady Downing Thoughts for the Month 

“Walk in forgiveness, if the other person accepts your apology or not it's to free you 

not them.” 

  

“Watch your words, once they are said they can only be forgiven not forgotten.” 

 

“Sometimes we have to be the bigger person so that God can get the Glory out of the 

situation.” 

 

 “Be proud of who you are. You are a child of the most high God.” 

 

  “We can spend our time serving man or serving God. One brings worry the  other 

brings peace.” 

 

“When you Pray, give God the opportunity to answer. Don't be so impatient. He does 

speak back! You must want to hear his voice and not your own!” 

 

 “The enemy is not fighting you where you are. He’s fighting you where you are go-

ing. There’s greatness inside of you.” 

 

 “Misplaced focus is a trick of the enemy. So make sure you focus on God and what 

he has for you!” 

 

 “The enemy knows exactly which buttons to push but we do not have to give him the 

remote to our feelings.”  

 

Be Blessed, 

‘First Lady Downing’ 



Eagle Mountain Church 

“There is ONLY one of you. You can’t be someone 

that you are not, because God didn’t design you to 

be like everyone else. Only you can do what God 

has called you to do. Don’t compare yourself to 

others, but instead pick yourself up and do what 

God has called YOU to do.” 

Bishop A.L. Downing 



 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

aldowningministries.org 

livingfaithsc.org 
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Living Faith Christian Center ~ 1540 Frye Rd ~ Columbia, SC 29203 
“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” 

OUR PROGRAM 
 

Living Faith Ministries School of Theology (LFMSOT) of-

fers the following  types of Certificates, Diplomas, and De-

grees. 
 

AUDIT CERTIFICATE 

The Audit Program is for those individuals attending for 

their own personal spiritual growth. Audit students must 

attend all lectures and read all text books. Audit students 

will receive a Certificate of Attendance for each 30-credit 

hour program completed. 
 

DIPLOMA PROGRAM 

A Diploma in Theology is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated first-year program for aca-

demic credit (30 credit-hours total). 
 

ASSOCIATES DEGREE PROGRAM 

An Associates Degree is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated second year program for aca-

demic credit (60 credit-hours total). 
 

BACHELORS DEGREE 

A Bachelors Degree is awarded to a student who  success-

fully complete their designated fourth-year program for aca-

demic credit (120 credit-hours total) 
 

MASTERS DEGREE 

A Masters Degree is awarded to students who successfully 

complete a minimum of 36 credit-hours above the Bachelors 

Degree Program for academic credit. 
 

DOCTORAL DEGREE 

A Doctor of Ministry (D. Min) is awarded to students who 

successfully complete 45 credit hours above the Masters 

Degree program for academic credit. 

Classes are held at the main campus of  

Living Faith Christian Center 

1536 Frye Road 

Columbia, SC 29203 

Fall Registration Begins August 8th 

For more information call 803-609-5714 


