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Living Faith Christian Center Mission Statement 

Our mission is to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout the 
world, and train Believers how to live independent of this world’s system 
and have dominion over it. To provide Believers a word of encourage-
ment, hope and to aide in the development of their faith. Also, to teach 
Christians who they are in Christ Jesus and how to live a victorious life in 
their covenant rights and privileges.  
 
We are called to lead people to Christ, to encourage and provide spiritual 
guidance, to the place where we will operate proficiently in the biblical 
principles of faith, love, healing, prosperity, redemption and righteous-
ness, and to the place where we can share those principles with others. 
 

We are called to assist Believers in becoming rooted, grounded and estab-
lished in the Word of God by teaching them to give God’s Word first 
place in their lives (Colossians 3:23, Psalm 112). 

In This Issue... 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday Morning Worship Service @ 8:30am  

Tuesday Noon Day Bible Study @ 12:00pm 

Tuesday Night Bible Study @ 7:00pm 

Web Address: aldowningministries.org and livingfaithsc.org 

Phone:  (803) 609-5714 

Service Times & Contact Information 

October 2-3, 2021 
Living Faith Christian Center Five Year 
Anniversary Celebration 
Oct 2nd Gospel Concert @ 2pm  
Oct 3rd Worship Service @ 8:30am  
Living Faith Christian Center 
Columbia, SC  
 

October 24 
Oak Hill Cathedral of Glory 
Bassett, VA 
Pastor Todd Foster 
 
November  12-14, 2021 
Veterans Day Celebration 
Nov 12th Visit Veterans Home 4pm -5pm 
Nov 13th Walk A Mile in Their Boots 
9am -11am 
Nov 14th  Veterans Day Worship  
Celebration @ 8:30am at Living Faith 
Christian Center 

• Calendar of Events 

• Words of Encouragement 

• Thoughts for the Month 

• Testimonials 

• Back 2 School Drive Thru Event 

• CIA Takeover Worship Service 

Social Media 

Speaking Engagement Request 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 

poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and the 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable 

year of the Lord” Luke 4:18-19 

If you would like to invite Bishop 
Downing for a speaking engagement, 
the contact info is: 
A.L. Downing Ministries 
P.O. Box 291808 
Columbia, SC 29229 
Ph: (803) 609-5714 

Living Faith Christian 
Center Newsletter 

Bishop A. L. Downing and Lady Inza Downing 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

Download the Living Faith SC App 

Apple Store ~ Google Play 
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There’s More To You Than What Others See 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 (7:12-13) 

Bishop A.L. Downing 

 

And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning 

over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a 

king among his sons. And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear [it], he will kill me. And the LORD said, 

Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD. And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 

shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me [him] whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did that 

which the LORD spake, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, 

Comest thou peaceably? And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, 

and come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. And it 

came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD’S anointed [is] before 

him. But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I 

have refused him: for [the LORD seeth] not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 

LORD looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Nei-

ther hath the LORD chosen this. Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD 

chosen this. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The 

LORD hath not chosen these. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all [thy] children? And he said, There re-

maineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: 

for we will not sit down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he [was] ruddy, [and] withal 

of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this [is] he. Then 

Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came 

upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

 

Verse 1 starts with God asking a question: How long wilt thou mourn for Saul? 

• Stop mourning over your past. 

• Stop mourning over who left you.  

• Stop mourning because of what they did to you. 

• Stop mourning because of what happened to you. 

• Stop mourning over what didn’t turn out right. 

• Stop mourning over who did you wrong. 

• Stop mourning over who like you and who don’t like you 

• Stop Mourning over what somebody said about you. 

It’s time to stop mourning for Saul! 

 



 THERE’S MORE TO YOU THAN WHAT OTHERS SEE cont... 

God said to the prophet, Samuel: Fill your horn with oil, and go...for I have provided for me a king. God has pro-

vided for Himself a king. Look at what the Lord says to the Prophet, “I have provided me a king among his 

sons.” The Lord had already provided a son in the camp of Jesse to be king. And all Samuel had to do was follow 

what the Lord was saying to him.  Much like Abraham telling his son Isaac, “The Lord will provide Himself a 

burnt offering” all he had to do was follow what the Lord was saying.  

 

Verse 7 says: 

But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance or his appearances (appearances can fool you) , or 

on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for [the LORD seeth] not as man seeth; for man looketh 

on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 

 

It’s not what’s on the outside that counts; but, it’s Who’s on the inside! Often times we are so busy looking at our 

faults or allowing others to point out all our faults (like they’re professional fault finders) until we miss what’s 

truly inside of us or the other person. When someone tells you something negative about yourself, tell them 

something positive that you like about you. Or if they say something negative about someone, tell them some-

thing you like. When was the last time you said something positive about someone or what they’re doing? Talk 

positive about your supervisor, about your job, about your co-workers, about your church, find the good and talk 

about it.  

Listen, all of your faults and mistakes didn’t surprise God. He knew you had all those faults when He called you. 

But, He also knew that you wouldn’t give up and He knew there’s more to you than what others can see. 

 

Often times we look at person’s size, their height and their build and say that’s a tough person. We look at their 

persona and allow that to define them rather than getting to know what’s on the inside of the person. At times we 

look at the monster lineman and linebackers in football and forget the Sam Mills who was undersize at lineback-

er, but played that position as well as anybody for years in the NFL and for years with the Panthers and devel-

oped the statement “Keep on Pounding”. Sam played with heart. I stopped by to tell you, that folks may underes-

timate you, by looking at your outward appearance, but they don’t know our heart. So keep pounding, because 

there’s more to you than what they see. There is great potential inside of you. There is a king inside of you and 

His name is Jesus. He has called you. He has chosen you. He has handpicked you. And He has put faith in you 

for you to be faith-filled and faithful. The King has anointed you to be much more than the eye can see. There is 

potential in you. There is power in you. There is purpose in you. You just need to realize what you have inside of 

you. You have the King of kings inside of you and He has placed greatness upon you. He would not have placed 

it in you if He didn’t KNOW not think, but KNOW you could live and reach that potential.  I find it interesting 

that Jesse brought all of the boys except David. That lets me know that even if I don’t look the part, I’m still 

anointed. Even if you don’t act like according to others view, you’re still anointed. Even if my earthly father re-

jected me, my heavenly Father has not. I’m still anointed. Even if there are people over me that are more quali-

fied and more educated than you and have been in the position longer, you’re still anointed. Even if folks dismiss 



 THERE’S MORE TO YOU THAN WHAT OTHERS SEE cont... 

and frown upon you, you’re still anointed. Even if they criticize you and say all manner of evil against you, 

you’re still anointed, because you’re Not who or what they say you are, you’re who your Heavenly Father says 

you are. And I like what He calls me, He calls me Blessed. He calls me Highly Favored. He calls me of a Royal 

Priesthood. He calls me a peculiar person and He calls me the Apple of His eye. He calls me blessed going in 

and blessed coming out. He calls me the lender, not the borrower. He calls me Righteous. He calls me Holy.  I 

like what He calls me.  It appears that David didn’t go through the sanctification process in verse 5 with his 

brothers, but he was still anointed. He came straight from the field for the priest to tell him he was anointed. You 

may have come straight from the "hood", straight from the country; but you are still anointed. You may come 

straight from a messy situation, but you’re still anointed. You may have come straight from jail or prison, but 

you’re still anointed and I want you to know that God can and wants to use you. David still had the smell of 

goats and sheep upon him; but he was still anointed. You may have just come out of your sin. You may still have 

on the stench of whatever you’ve been in. Don’t go back in because you are destined to be more than you’ve 

been in or through, because you are anointed!  

 

Verse 13 says: 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD  

came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

  

David was not the same after the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. David, even though he was anointed to be 

the next king, yet he played the harp for Saul who was King at the time. He was anointed but he had to do battle 

with Goliath, who was a warrior from his youth and much bigger than David. But, that lets me know there are 

some things that you will face and they will seem impossible to you, but as long as you know, Greater is He that 

is in me that giant can’t defeat you.  Later, Saul became jealous of David and David had to flee for his life. He 

was on the run. Look at him anointed to be king, but now he’s on the run.  

 

• Look at him He’s anointed, but don’t have any food to eat. The priest had to give him the showbread from 

the temple 

• He’s anointed to be King, but look at him hiding in the caves. 

• He’s anointed to be King but look at him having to go over into the enemy camp to hide from Saul. Some-

times you may have to do things you ordinary wouldn’t do, but remember there’s a King still in you. 

• Let me tell you, you may be on the run now, but there’s more to you. There is more to you than eyes can see, 

for there is a king inside of you. 

• -You may be hiding now, but there is a king inside of you. 

• -You may not have food to feed yourself, but there is a king inside of you. 

• -You may feel like Joseph, like family has forsaken you and cast you in a pit. But I stop by to tell you don’t 

give up know. There’s greatness coming out of this. 



 THERE’S MORE TO YOU THAN WHAT OTHERS SEE cont... 

• You may feel like Mephibosheth, dropped by someone you thought would always be there. Somebody that 

you had confidence in. Somebody that you thought you could trust. Somebody that would hold you, but they 

dropped you. Now you’re lame in both feet and can’t walk. But I stopped by to tell you there’s more to you.  

• You may feel like Job, feel like you lost everything and everyone has turned on you, and if it ain’t one thing 

it’s another. But I want you to know there is more to you than what others see. 

• You may have been done wrong and you may have been lied on. But I stopped by to tell you don’t worry 

about it. It’s going to be alright. 

• You may feel like Jesus, after turning water into wine, after feeding 5,000 with 2 fish and 5 loaves it still 

wasn’t enough. After raising Lazarus from the dead, it still wasn’t enough, After raising the widow son, it 

wasn’t enough. After healing the blind, and causing the lame to walk, it still wasn’t enough. After healing the 

man by the pool, it wasn’t enough. And even after His crucifixion  it still wasn’t enough for some. Even 

when He rose from the dead, some didn’t believe. 

• All I’m trying to say is there is a King in you and It’s time for the King to come out. Who is this king? Some 

have called him from Everlasting to Everlasting. Some have called Him the bright and Morning Star. Some 

have called him the Lily of the Valley. Some have called Him my Rock in a weary land. Others have called 

him a bridge over troubled waters. 

 

I call Him my Joy in sorrow, my way maker, my friend my constant companion. The one who walks with me. 

The one who talks with me. The one who guides me. 

 

I want to share some testimonies with you: 

 

Praise God!!! My daughter was just notified that she would be receiving a $33,000.00 grant for her graduate 

school tuition!!! We are believing that it will be for the duration of her graduate work. We praise and thank God 

for His faithfulness. 

                        M.W. K. 

 

My daughter cut her eye at work. She went to Emergent Care. She had a bad laceration on her eye. The doctor 

prescribed her some medication that she had to put in her eye for several days. The doctor instructed her that 

someone had lost their eye with an injury such as that and that it was very important for her to put the drops in 

her eyes regularly every four hours like clock work. She could not miss one dose. Well the moment she called 

and told me that she had the injury, we began believing God for her healing in advance. She was told to stay out 

of sunlight and direct light so she put a patch over her eye. She was in a lot of pain. But God! She had a follow 

up the very next day and the doctor said that the cut on her eye was almost completely healed. She went back the 

day after that and the doctor said she was completely healed. It was as if nothing had ever happened!! We are 

still rejoicing and thanking Him for what He has done.  

                 L.D.A. 



 THERE’S MORE TO YOU THAN WHAT OTHERS SEE cont... 

 

 Inza and I are so thankful that you’re part of this ministry. We want you to know we never take your 

kindness and generosity lightly. And we want you to know we are praying for you and your letters and testimo-

nies mean a LOT to us. Also, we thank you for your faithful and generous support.   

 

We would love to hear your testimonies. Send your testimonies to: 

A.L. Downing Ministries 

P.O. Box 291808 

Columbia, SC 29229 or call (803) 609-5714 

 

If you desire prayer please call: (803) 609-5714 and you will be put in touch with an intercessor who will pray 

with you. 

How You Can Get Involved... 
• Pray about our upcoming events and that we will pay the remaining mortgage off quickly.   
• Become a faithful partner and contributor of the Ministry.  
     Make contributions payable to: A. L. Downing Ministries, P.O. Box 291808, Columbia, SC 
     29229 or go to the ministry’s website: aldowningministries.org. All contributions are tax  
     deductible. 



Living Faith Christian Center 

CONCERT 
Oct 2nd 2pm to 4pm 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
Oct 3rd 8:30AM 

1536 FRYE RD 
COLUMBIA, SC 

29203 



Lady Downing Thoughts for the Month 

“Walk in forgiveness, if the other person accepts your apology or not it's to free you 

not them.” 

  

“Watch your words, once they are said they can only be forgiven not forgotten.” 

 

“Sometimes we have to be the bigger person so that God can get the Glory out of the 

situation.” 

 

 “Be proud of who you are. You are a child of the most high God.” 

 

  “We can spend our time serving man or serving God. One brings worry the  other 

brings peace.” 

 

“When you Pray, give God the opportunity to answer. Don't be so impatient. He does 

speak back! You must want to hear his voice and not your own!” 

 

 “The enemy is not fighting you where you are. He’s fighting you where you are go-

ing. There’s greatness inside of you.” 

 

 “Misplaced focus is a trick of the enemy. So make sure you focus on God and what 

he has for you!” 

 

 “The enemy knows exactly which buttons to push but we do not have to give him the 

remote to our feelings.”  

 

Be Blessed, 

‘First Lady Downing’ 

“Sometimes we have to be the bigger person so that God can get the Glory out of the  

situation.” 

 

  “When they can’t touch who you’ve become, they try to dig up who you used to be!” 

 

“Be careful with your words, once they are said they can only be forgiven not forgotten.” 

 

  “GOD does not fold under pressure. So know he can handle any problem that comes up 

in your life.”  

 

“We can spend our lives serving people or we can spend our lives serving God. One 

brings worry & the other brings Peace!”  

 

“GOD can move mountains out of our way, but He's waiting for us to move out of His 

Way so he can Be God!” 

 

 “As long as God is on your side, it really doesn't matter who's against you...There is 

more with you than with them!” 

 

 “People will not understand your journey. That’s okay. The journey is for you not them .  

Don't allow someone else's negativity to stop you from heading in the direction that 

makes you happy.” 

 

“God's "NO" may have been the best thing that has ever happened to you because His 

plan is always better!”  

 

 

 

Be Blessed, 

‘First Lady Downing’ 



 

We were able to help 290 families...PRAISE GOD!!! 





 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

aldowningministries.org 

livingfaithsc.org 
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Living Faith Christian Center ~ 1540 Frye Rd ~ Columbia, SC 29203 
“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” 

OUR PROGRAM 
 

Living Faith Ministries School of Theology (LFMSOT) of-

fers the following  types of Certificates, Diplomas, and De-

grees. 
 

AUDIT CERTIFICATE 

The Audit Program is for those individuals attending for 

their own personal spiritual growth. Audit students must 

attend all lectures and read all text books. Audit students 

will receive a Certificate of Attendance for each 30-credit 

hour program completed. 
 

DIPLOMA PROGRAM 

A Diploma in Theology is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated first-year program for aca-

demic credit (30 credit-hours total). 
 

ASSOCIATES DEGREE PROGRAM 

An Associates Degree is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated second year program for aca-

demic credit (60 credit-hours total). 
 

BACHELORS DEGREE 

A Bachelors Degree is awarded to a student who  success-

fully complete their designated fourth-year program for aca-

demic credit (120 credit-hours total) 
 

MASTERS DEGREE 

A Masters Degree is awarded to students who successfully 

complete a minimum of 36 credit-hours above the Bachelors 

Degree Program for academic credit. 
 

DOCTORAL DEGREE 

A Doctor of Ministry (D. Min) is awarded to students who 

successfully complete 45 credit hours above the Masters 

Degree program for academic credit. 

Classes are held at the main campus of  

Living Faith Christian Center 

1536 Frye Road 

Columbia, SC 29203 

 

For more information call 803-609-5714 


