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Our mission is to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout the world, 
and train Believers how to live independent of this world’s system and have 
dominion over it. To provide Believers a word of encouragement, hope and 
to aide in the development of their faith. Also, to teach Christians who they 
are in Christ Jesus and how to live a victorious life in their covenant rights 
and privileges.  

In This Issue... 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday Morning Worship Service @ 8:30am  

Tuesday Noon Day Bible Study @ 12:00pm 

Tuesday Night Bible Study @ 7:00pm 

Web Address: aldowningministries.org and livingfaithsc.com 

Phone:  (803) 609-5714 

Service Times & Contact Information 

• Calendar of Events 

• Words of Encouragement 

• Thoughts for the Month 

 Social Media 

Speaking Engagement Request 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 

poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and the 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable 

year of the Lord” Luke 4:18-19 

If you would like to invite Bishop 
Downing for a speaking engagement, 
the contact info is: 
A.L. Downing Ministries 
P.O. Box 291808 
Columbia, SC 29229 
Ph: (803) 609-5714 

Living Faith Christian 
Center Newsletter 

Bishop A. L. Downing and Lady Inza Downing 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

Download the Living Faith SC App 

Apple Store ~ Google Play 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

October 2, 2022 
Living Faith Christian Center 
Six Year Anniversary Celebration 
Guest Speaker: Pastor Todd Foster of Oak 
Hill Cathedral of Glory, Bassett, VA 
Anniversary Celebration will be held at  
Living Faith Christian Center 
1540 Frye Road 
Columbia, SC 29203 
 
November 13, 2022 
LFCC Sunday Morning Worship Service 
Guest Speaker: Pastor Bryan Wright of  
Boomerang Church, Albemarle, NC 
at Living Faith Christian Center 
1540 Frye Road 
Columbia, SC 29203 
 
December 11-18, 2022 
Conference with Pastor Serevia Naituku 
in Nadi, Fiji (if you are interested in join-
ing us please call the church phone at 
(803) 609-5714 

2 Corinthians 5:7 

Follow us on ROKU 

Living Faith Christian Center Mission Statement 
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“IT’S ALL YOURS” 

Galatians 3:26-4:2 

Bishop A.L. Downing 
 
 

(Gal 3:26-27) By faith, we find our identity with Jesus Christ. 

 

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ. 

 

a. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus: Compared to what was being taught Paul is 

making a revolutionary statement. In traditional Jewish thinking your standing before God was measured by 

your obedience to the law. To truly be close to God – considered sons of God – you had to be extremely ob-

servant of the law, just as the Scribes and Pharisees were (Matthew 23). Here, Paul says we can be consid-

ered sons of God in a completely different way: through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

To be among the sons of God means that we have a special relationship with God as a loving and caring Father. 

It is a place of closeness, a place of affection, a place of special care and attention. 

 

 To become a son of God through faith in Christ Jesus means much more than believing that He exists or did 

certain things. It is to put our trust in Him, both for now and eternity. 

 

b. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ: Here, using the picture of baptism, Paul illustrates what 

it means to have faith in Christ Jesus. He does not say we were baptized into water, but baptized into Christ. 

Just as in water baptism a person is immersed in water, so when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, we 

are immersed in Christ Jesus. 

 

c. Have put on Christ: This is another way of expressing our immersion in Jesus is to say that we have put on 

Christ. In the original language, the phrase has the idea of putting on a suit of clothes. So we “clothe ourselves” 

with Jesus as our identity. 

 

How we dress has a real impact on how we think and act. How we dress has a real impact on how we appear to 

others. We also need to know how to dress appropriately for each occasion. Paul says to us, “Your appropriate 

clothing for each day is to put on Christ. People should see that you belong to Him by looking at your life. 

You should live with the awareness that you are adorned with Jesus.” 

 



 “It’s All Yours cont...”  

(Gal 3:28-29) Our equal standing with others who come to God through faith. 

 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

a. There is neither Jew nor Greek: This was an amazing revolution because the whole problem among the Galatian 

Christians is that some wanted to still observe the dividing line between Jew and Greek. Paul writes, “In Jesus Christ that 

line is done away with. When we are in Jesus, there is neither Jew nor Greek.” 

 

b. There is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus: The dividing 

line between Jew and Greek is not the only dividing line erased. Regarding our standing before God in Jesus, every divid-

ing line is erased. We are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

At that time, some Rabbis quoted a morning prayer that was popular among many Jews of that day. According to William 

Barclay, in that prayer the Jewish man would thank God that he was not born a Gentile, a slave, or a woman. Paul takes 

each of these categories and shows them to be equal in Jesus. 

 

I’m sad to say, some Christians still draw lines today. Some draw lines between denominations. Some draw lines between 

races. Some draw lines between nations. Some draw lines between political parties. And some draw lines between econom-

ic classes.  

 

However, this doesn’t mean that there are no differences. Paul knew that there was still a difference between Jew and 

Greek. The slave still had a daily obligation to obey his master, though he might be equal in Jesus. There are still different 

roles for male and female in the home and in the church though they are equal in standing before God. There are differ-

ences in role and in function, but none in standing before God through faith in Jesus. When we say that Christ has abol-

ished these distinctions, we mean not that they do not exist, but that they no longer create any barriers to fellow-

ship.” (Stott) 

 

c. You are all one in Christ Jesus: This is amazing. Some would have Paul exclude some of the Christians from a Gentile 

background because they hadn’t come under the Law of Moses. Paul includes them saying “You are all one in Christ Je-

sus.” Some might have Paul exclude some of the Christians from a Jewish background, because their theology was wrong 

on this point and Paul needed to correct them. Paul includes them saying “You are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

 

d. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed: Since all Christians belong to Jesus the Messiah, all Christians 

are spiritual descendants of Abraham and heirs of God. This place of high privilege comes according to the promise, not 

according to law or works. We are connected with the long line of God’s people assembled throughout all the ages. 

 

 Some Jewish Christians said to the Galatians that if they submitted to the law and became circumcised, they could enjoy 

the status of being Abraham’s seed. Paul points out that this status was already theirs through faith in Jesus. 



 “It’s All Yours cont...”  

e. If you are Christ’s: This is the issue. The issue is not “Are you under the law?” The issue is not “Are you a 

Jew or a Gentile?” The issue is not “Are you slave or free?” The issue is not “Are you a man or a woman?” The 

only issue is if you are Christ’s. 

 

 If we are Christ’s, then... 

• We find our place in eternity, because we are sons and daughters of God. 

• We find our place in society, because we are brothers and sisters in the family of God. 

• We find our place in history, because we are part of God’s plan of the ages, related spiritually to 

Abraham by our faith in Jesus. 

 

 In Christ I am a son of God. In Christ I am united to all the redeemed people of God, past, present, and 

 future. In Christ I discover my identity.  

 

 No longer under bondage to the basic elements, we are God's children. 

 

Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, but 

is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even so we, when we were children, were 

in bondage under the elements of the world. 

 

f. The heir, as long as he is a child: The word child has the idea of a minor. It doesn't suggest a specific age, but 

someone who is not yet legally recognized as an adult. 

 

In both Jewish and Greek cultures, there were definite "coming of age" ceremonies, where a boy stopped being 

a child and started being a man, with legal rights as an heir. 

 

 In the Roman custom, there was no specific age when the son became a man. It happened when the father 

thought the boy was ready, when he thought the time was right. When Paul uses the phrase until the time ap-

pointed by the father, he shows that he has the Roman "coming of age" custom more in mind than the Jewish 

custom. "A Roman child became an adult at the sacred family festival known as the Liberalia, held annually on 

the seventeenth of March. At this time the child was formally adopted by the father as his acknowledged son and 

heir and received the toga virilis in place of the toga praetexta which he had previously worn." (Boice) 

 

g. As long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all: Think of a wealthy 

ancient household, with a young boy who is destined to inherit all that his father has. When the boy is just a 

child, he actually has less day-to-day freedom and authority than a high ranking slave in the household. Yet, he  



 “It’s All Yours cont...”  

is destined to inherit everything, and the slave isn't. In fact, the heir is under the strict care of guardians and 

stewards until the time appointed by the father. 

 

Matt. 16:16-19, “give you the keys.”  

• You hold the key to your destiny 

• You hold the key to your breakthrough 

• You hold the key to your healing 

• You hold the key 

 

Story of when you invite people to spend the night in your home and then watch this. You tell them “make your-

selves at home”, do you mean it? Because they can go in the refrigerator, cook bacon and eggs, or get the ribeye 

and cook it. Unless you specify not to mess around in my kitchen. But if you tell them to make themselves at 

home, they have total access, unrestricted to the home. God has given you TOTAL access to the Kingdom. 

 

I want you to know that Inza and I love you and are so thankful for your support and that you’re 

a part of this  ministry.  



 Words of Encouragement cont... 
 

Testimonials: 

Pastor, I am thankful to God for the powerful word you have been preaching concerning the 

Word of Faith. I had asked you to pray for my wife who was in the hospital and was scheduled to 

have surgery for cancer.  Well, I’m at the hospital now waiting for her discharge papers…NO 

SURGERY and NO CANCER!!!  Praise God!  

C. J. 

 

God is amazingly good and He just honored my prayer request. I sowed a seed of $50.00 and 

named it my Miraculous Supernatural healing seed without surgery (that was on Tuesday). Well 

fast forward to this Tuesday (a week later). I had my Pre-Op appointment. Please notice I said 

my pre-op. In my first appointment, after looking at my last X-rays, the doctor came back and 

told me, I DON’T HAVE TO HAVE SURGERY!!! God has honored my seed and my prayer re-

quest. I am in a boot now and I need to wear it for approximately six weeks. 

H. M. 

 

God is awesome! He loves me so much. Just recently I was faced with having to take care of 

something that was quoted as costing right under $14,000.00. I could not pay that kind of money. 

There was no way I could afford to pay $14,000.00. I talked to my Heavenly Father about it. The 

next day I listened to Bishop Downing’s Facebook Livestream. He was talking about Command-

ing the Authority and Power. So I put my faith into action. I said I have command authority over 

this situation.  I have dynamite power. I will not have to pay $14,000.00. I’m not going to have to 

pay any higher than $5,000.00 for everything. I have authority over this situation. I command 

this situation to work out in my favor in Jesus Name. The amount I ended up having to pay was 

$4,900.00. I activated my faith. Thank you Jesus and thank you Bishop Downing for teaching us. 

R.D. 

 

How You Can Get Involved... 
• Pray about our upcoming events and that we will pay the remaining mortgage off quickly.   
• Become a faithful partner and contributor of the Ministry.  
     Make contributions payable to: A. L. Downing Ministries, P.O. Box 291808, Columbia, SC 
     29229 or go to the ministry’s website: aldowningministries.org. All contributions are tax  
     deductible. 



“Sometimes God's will hurts but it's still God's will and...He's responsible for the out-

come.” 

 

“If things didn't work out like you thought, Praise God in spite of how you may be feel-

ing . He has a wonderful way of turning negatives into positives.” 

 

 “What ever you are going through don't lose hope! When you are down to nothing, 

God is up to something. He will never leave you or forsake you.” 

 

 “God is about to show you something and take you somewhere you’ve never been” 

 

 “A thousand times we have failed, still his mercy remains. God loves us in spite of our 

faults.” 

 

 “God doesn't care what you're not. He cares who you are. You are His. When He adds 

His Super to your natural , expect Supernatural things to happen in your life.” 

 

“Don't let your troubles convince you things will never get any better, lift up your head 

& walk in victory!” 

 

 “The devil cannot convince GOD to give up on You, so don't let him convince You to 

give up on GOD.”   

 

 Be Blessed, 

‘First Lady Downing’ 



Happy Birthday  

First Lady  

Inza Downing 



Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

aldowningministries.org 

livingfaithsc.com 

Follow us on ROKU 
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Living Faith Christian Center ~ 1540 Frye Rd ~ Columbia, SC 29203 
“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” 

OUR PROGRAM 
 

Living Faith Ministries School of Theology (LFMSOT) of-

fers the following  types of Certificates, Diplomas, and De-

grees. 
 

AUDIT CERTIFICATE 

The Audit Program is for those individuals attending for 

their own personal spiritual growth. Audit students must 

attend all lectures and read all text books. Audit students 

will receive a Certificate of Attendance for each 30-credit 

hour program completed. 
 

DIPLOMA PROGRAM 

A Diploma in Theology is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated first-year program for aca-

demic credit (30 credit-hours total). 
 

ASSOCIATES DEGREE PROGRAM 

An Associates Degree is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated second year program for aca-

demic credit (60 credit-hours total). 
 

BACHELORS DEGREE 

A Bachelors Degree is awarded to a student who  success-

fully complete their designated fourth-year program for aca-

demic credit (120 credit-hours total) 
 

MASTERS DEGREE 

A Masters Degree is awarded to students who successfully 

complete a minimum of 36 credit-hours above the Bachelors 

Degree Program for academic credit. 
 

DOCTORAL DEGREE 

A Doctor of Ministry (D. Min) is awarded to students who 

successfully complete 45 credit hours above the Masters 

Degree program for academic credit. 

Classes are held at the main campus of  

Living Faith Christian Center 

1536 Frye Road 

Columbia, SC 29203 

For more information call 803-609-5714 


