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Our mission is to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout the world, 
and train Believers how to live independent of this world’s system and have 
dominion over it. To provide Believers a word of encouragement, hope and 
to aide in the development of their faith. Also, to teach Christians who they 
are in Christ Jesus and how to live a victorious life in their covenant rights 
and privileges.  

In This Issue... 

Calendar of Events 

Sunday Morning Worship Service @ 8:30am  

Tuesday Noon Day Bible Study @ 12:00pm 

Tuesday Night Bible Study @ 7:00pm 

Web Address: aldowningministries.org and livingfaithsc.com 

Phone:  (803) 609-5714 
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• Calendar of Events 

• Words of Encouragement 

• Thoughts for the Month 

 Social Media 

Speaking Engagement Request 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 

poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and the 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the acceptable 

year of the Lord” Luke 4:18-19 

If you would like to invite Bishop 
Downing for a speaking engagement, 
the contact info is: 
A.L. Downing Ministries 
P.O. Box 291808 
Columbia, SC 29229 
Ph: (803) 609-5714 
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Bishop A. L. Downing and Lady Inza Downing 

Like us on Facebook 

https://m/facebook.com/LivingFaithSC 

Subscribe to our page on YouTube 

@Living Faith SC Christian Center 

Download the Living Faith SC App 

Apple Store ~ Google Play 

Tweet us on Twitter 

@livingfaithsc 

Follow us on Instagram 

@livingfaithsc 

April 26-28, 2023 
Oak Hill Cathedral of Glory 
Basset, VA 
Dr. Todd Foster, Pastor 
 
May 5-6, 2023 
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“IS THERE A WORD FROM THE LORD?” 

Jeremiah 37:17  

Bishop A.L. Downing 
 
 

We live in an age of high technology. We have become so advanced that we can communicate with people on 

the other side of the world without delay. We are able to get news from across the world at the touch of a but-

ton. N.Y. to L.A., U.S. to Europe and all over the world. WE CAN hear from anybody, anywhere, anytime…

When I was in Iraq, I could call home several times a day. I would call her in the morning and sometime she 

would be getting ready for work and a lot of times she was still sleeping. She just took it as a routine call as if I 

were in the USA. Therefore, some of those times she would say, “Can you call me back in about 15 minutes?” I 

would say, I’m in a combat zone and you’re telling me to call you back. It was the same when I went to Germa-

ny and when I was in Korea. We all have the means to communicate, but do we take advantage of it. Just like 

we all have the ability to talk to God as much as we want, but do we do it. We can communicate with each other 

in a number of ways: mail, radio, TV, telephone, cell phone, fax, email, or the internet. And if you can’t get a 

hold of someone you can leave a message, a voice mail, or beep them. I want you to know we can communicate 

with God in a number of ways; prayer, just talking to him, songs, hymns, and tears or just being silent and med-

itating on His Word. 

 

Zedekiah had made an alliance with Egypt to rebel against Babylon. Note: v2-3 Zedekiah and the people did not 

want to listen to the message of Jeremiah, but they wanted him to pray for them. We get like that some time. 

We don’t want to hear God’s man or woman, we don’t want to hear from certain people, especially if we’re 

mad, upset or if our feelings have been hurt. I didn’t think they would do that or say that to me. We want to hear 

who we want and when we want. That’s called a prideful spirit. But don’t fool yourself. You will have to an-

swer for the word that is being preached in the sound of your listening. Later they imprisoned Jeremiah and 

falsely charged him as a traitor. Now, in v17, Zedekiah comes to him secretly to see if Jeremiah had a message 

from the Lord. Jeremiah's message had not changed! How many know that the Word of God will NOT change? 

You can get mad, upset, and leave the church, but the Word of God will NOT change. It will not change for you 

or me. Zedekiah came and asked Jeremiah secretly, but Jeremiah told him the same thing. Babylon will come 

and be victorious over the king and the city of Jerusalem.  

 

There is always a message from God for those who ask. It may not always be the message we would like to 

hear, but God always has a word for us. God has a message for you regardless of who you are and what your 

relationship to Him might be. God has a word for you. Let's take a moment this morning to hear the "word from 

the Lord". 

 



 “Is There a Word From the Lord?” cont...  

There is a Word From the Lord: The Message to the Child of God.  

A. Note: Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you brothers in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 

living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any 

longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is, his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  These verses are not 

new to any of us. But knowing what they say and doing what they say are two completely different 

things!  

 

James said that we ought to be doers of the Word and not hearers only! cf Jas. 1:22 

 

B. We are to live lives of consecration. 

1. A living sacrifice: a sacrifice had nothing to say about giving its life on the altar. Your life be-

longs to God. It is NOT YOUR own it’s NOT YOUR THANG so you can’t do what you want to 

do. 2. Holy: this means that we are to be separated from sin and unto God for service! 3. This is 

reasonable service to God. He loved us enough to die for us, and we ought to be willing to live 

our lives for Him.  

 

C. We are to live lives of transformation. We are going through a Metamorphosis (Change) we are con-

stantly going through changes. Why? Because God is not finished with us yet. He’s still working on us, 

changing us. Donnie McClurkin had it right, please be patient with me, God is not finished with me.  

 

There is another Word from the Lord today during all this devastation with the flood. The Lord is saying and told 

me to tell you. He’s still GOD and 14 “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 

pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 

and will heal their land”. 2 Chronicles 7:14King James Version (KJV) 

 

He told me to tell you that just as with Job, your latter will be greater than your beginning, but you got to go 

through. The only way you can get a breakthrough is that you go through. 

 

He told me to tell you that just as with David, encourage your own self and KNOW that you shall recover ALL 

everything that the enemy tried to take and destroy.  He’s going to replace it with bigger, and better things. 

 

Finally, He told me to tell you to KEEP YOUR EYES on HIM and not the news. Listen yes, but stay focused on 

HIM. You’re not getting weaker you’re getting stronger and when this is over you’ll come forth like Gold. 



 “Is There a Word From the Lord?” cont...  

We don’t need all the high tech stuff to communicate with God. There’s nothing wrong with the high tech stuff, 

but all God wants is for us to come to Him just as we are with a sincere heart and talk to Him. You don’t have to 

have the proper subject and verb agreement. You don’t need a high school diploma, or any degree, just come to 

Him and talk to Him about whatever is on your mind. Why? Because He loves you and you’re His child. 

 

When I was in the military, we would have a certain radio frequency to talk on. The frequency would change 

each day or sometimes twice a day. If you were not on the right frequency you would miss vital information. If 

we were war gaming, it could cause you to miss specific targets, vital points, meeting times for updates or even 

cause loss of lives and all because you’re not on the right frequency. So it is with God. He’s communicating, but 

the question is are you on the RIGHT frequency? If you’re not hearing from Him, maybe it’s time to check your 

frequency.  

  

 

Inza and I want you wish you and your family a Blessed Holiday Season and a Prosperous New 

Year. And we want you to know we are praying for you and your letters and testimonies mean a 

LOT to us. Also, we thank you for your faithful and generous support.   

How You Can Get Involved... 
• Pray about our upcoming events and that we will pay the remaining mortgage off quickly.   
• Become a faithful partner and contributor of the Ministry.  
     Make contributions payable to: A. L. Downing Ministries, P.O. Box 291808, Columbia, SC 
     29229 or go to the ministry’s website: aldowningministries.org. All contributions are tax  
     deductible. 

If you desire prayer please call: (803) 609-5714 and you will be put in touch with an intercessor who will pray 

with you. 



 

 “Reduce your interaction with toxic people and your happiness level will go up.”  

 

 “God doesn't care what you're not. He cares who you are. You are His. When He adds 

His extra to your ordinary, nothing is impossible for you.” 

 

“Stop waiting for others to celebrate you. Set goals, Achieve them, and Clap for  

YOURSELF!” 

 

“God created you to be full of joy, happiness, love and peace. So why you carrying all 

that other baggage.” 

 

“Don’t speak defeat over your life. Think and speak positive over your life and  

situations.” 

 

“Keep moving forward no matter how difficult things may seem, that's what  

champions do.” 

 

“In case you're wondering how long you should hold on, the answer is: Hold on until 

YOU WIN! God is faithful to perform His word.” 

 

 “GOD opens Doors for us but sometimes we never walk through them.”           

  

 Be Blessed, 

‘First Lady Downing’ 



Sydney Australia 

Nadi Fiji 
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Living Faith Christian Center ~ 1540 Frye Rd ~ Columbia, SC 29203 
“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” 

OUR PROGRAM 
 

Living Faith Ministries School of Theology (LFMSOT) of-

fers the following  types of Certificates, Diplomas, and De-

grees. 
 

AUDIT CERTIFICATE 

The Audit Program is for those individuals attending for 

their own personal spiritual growth. Audit students must 

attend all lectures and read all text books. Audit students 

will receive a Certificate of Attendance for each 30-credit 

hour program completed. 
 

DIPLOMA PROGRAM 

A Diploma in Theology is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated first-year program for aca-

demic credit (30 credit-hours total). 
 

ASSOCIATES DEGREE PROGRAM 

An Associates Degree is awarded to students who success-

fully complete their designated second year program for aca-

demic credit (60 credit-hours total). 
 

BACHELORS DEGREE 

A Bachelors Degree is awarded to a student who  success-

fully complete their designated fourth-year program for aca-

demic credit (120 credit-hours total) 
 

MASTERS DEGREE 

A Masters Degree is awarded to students who successfully 

complete a minimum of 36 credit-hours above the Bachelors 

Degree Program for academic credit. 
 

DOCTORAL DEGREE 

A Doctor of Ministry (D. Min) is awarded to students who 

successfully complete 45 credit hours above the Masters 

Degree program for academic credit. 

Classes are held at the main campus of  

Living Faith Christian Center 

1536 Frye Road 

Columbia, SC 29203 

For more information call 803-609-5714 


